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GETHSEMANE. 
Gethsemane ! Gethsemane! 
What saddened memories cling' to thee ! 
Within thy garden-walls I see 
My Saviour's deepest agony 
And bloody sweat. 
Gethsemane ! Gethsemane ! 
O, scene of weekness, scene of power, 
Thou witnessed that decisive hour 
That made the ranks of Satan cower 
And conquerd, efleet. 
Gethsemane ! Gethsmano ! 
Scene where the Saviour's soul was pained. 
Spot where the bitter cup was drained. 
Till not a single drop remained 
E'en to the dregs. 
Gathsemane ! Gathsemane! 
O, place of sadness, place "of prayer, 
I see the strong' disciples there, 
Their Master's woe they cannot share 
A single hour. 
Gathsemane ! Gethsemane ! 
Thou saw'st the cup of sorrow fill 
Himself abashed, abashing still 
To do His Heavenly Father's will 
All, all for love. 
Dear Saviour ! should it come to me 
To pass through dark Gethsemane 
Oh help me to remember Thee 
And do thy will. 
So may I do as Thou hast done. 
There may I go where Thou hast gone 
Though heaven shall be from Calvary won 
I follow Thee. 
—Sev. Walter T. Griffin. 
MODE OF BAPTISM. 
Supplement to last number. 
Additional testimony to the fre-
quentative action of baptizo. We 
cite another Lexicographer. 
Mr. Donnegan : "Baptizo—im-
merse repeatedly into a liquid, t o 
submerge, to sink thoroughly, t o 
sa tura te , metonymically, t o drench 
with wine, t o dip in a vessel 
and draw. Baptismas—Immer-
sion, submersion, the act of wash-
ing or bathing. Baptist ees (a bap-
t is t) one who immerses, submerges. 
Baptisma, an object immersed, 
submerged or soaked." 
Chrystal mentions, as being of 
the opinion t h a t baptizo is frequen-
ta t ive in signification, the following 
names of scholars: Passow, Bret-
schneider, Robinson, Liddell and 
Scott. 
We quote from Chrystal 's History 
of the Modes of Baptism p. 157. 
"The Verbs Baptizo, Bapto both 
mean ordinarily to immerse. But 
they differ in form, Baptizo being 
considered a frequentative, while 
the other expresses the simple 
meaning only. While perhaps it 
may not be advanced as an argu-
ment, nevertheless i t is well t o ob-
serve t h a t in the New Testament. 
1 st. Bapto, with its com pound em-
bapto, is used six times bu t never 
of baptism.* 
2nd. Baptizois used eighty times 
in every instance of baptism. Now 
this circumstance of the uniform 
use of a frequentative form for bap-
tism, in preference t o one which ex-
presses the simple meaning t o im-
merse, best agrees with trine 
immersion. I t is t rue t h a t the 
difference in meaning between the 
simple and the frequentative verb 
is often or even generally over-
looked in ordinary discourse; but 
even were we t o admit t h a t this is 
always the case with Baptizo, as it 
appears t h a t it ordinarily is, it 
would still seem strange t h a t the 
frequentative is uniformly used, 
and the simple never in speaking of 
baptism. If there were no shade of 
distinction and of difference in their 
signification, why should one be 
used exclusively where the immer-
sions of baptism are mentioned? 
and why unless the trine immersion 
be signified, this studied distinction 
in their use ? Can it be mere chance ? 
P . 158, But tman lays it down 
as a principle of the Greek lan-
guage, t h a t a class of verbs in Zo 
formed from other verbs have the 
signification of frequentatives. 
Granim. § 119, 1 ,5 , 2. Bost lays 
down the same principles. Gramm. 
§ 94, 2b. In accordance with this, 
Stephens and Vossius have given 
their opinions; and the highest au-
thorities of recent date in lexicog-
raphy have decided,in the same 
way." The above facts and opin-
ions are in exact harmony with the 
baptismal formula of the commis-
sion. 
We close this p a r t of the discus-
sion by another quotat ion from 
Chrystal H. M. B. pp. 156, 157. 
"The other tex t which has been ad-
duced in support of this mode is 
Hebrews vi, 2, where among " the 
principles of the doctrines of Christ, 
is enumerated the doctrine 'bap-
tismon' of immersions." Those 
who suppose t h a t this plural does 
not refer t o trine immersion are 
agreed only in rejecting it. They 
differ endlessly among themselves. 
The Apostle in the text is no t 
speaking of Jewish washings or 
proselyte initiations but of the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ. 
Immediately after the reference t o 
baptism is an allusion to the rite of 
confirmation. Wha t could be 
more na tura l t han this sequence? 
Notice the connection of these prin-
ciples of the doctrine of Christ: 1. 
"repentance;" 2. " fa i th ;" 3. "bap-
tism (i.e. " immersions"); 4 . the lay-
ing on hands (i. e. confirmation) ; 
5. the "resurrection"; 6. "eternal 
judgment." 
"These are all Christian doctrines 
some of them exclusively so, which 
were denied by a large and influen-
tial body of the Jewish people. 
These s ta tements express the 
-
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view of the advocates of this r i te ." 
HISTORICAL EVIDENCE. 
We have shown t h a t the baptis-
mal formula in the commission de-
mands three actions in the perfor-
mance of baptism. 
We will now inquire as t o how the 
ancients understood this formula. 
James Chrystal, in his History of 
the Modes of Baptism, lays down 
the following criterion, by which t o 
judge the or thodoxy of a practice: 
"Quod semper, quod ubique, quod 
ab omnibus—always, everywhere, 
and by all." He claims t h a t trine 
immersion is the only mode t h a t 
ever stood, by t h a t criterion, and 
t h a t it did in the apostolic age and 
in those immediately succeeding. 
To pass, by this s tandard , i t must 
have the approval of the six ecu-
menical councils. In these days, 
when Christ's garment is so sadly 
rent, there can be no such a thing 
as an ecumenical council. Those 
t h a t have forsaken the primitive 
mode are a t present in the majority. 
But there is still the Eastern or 
Greek Church and other smaller 
bodies who hold t o the primitive 
mode. 
I t seems t o me what is Apostolic 
is the true standard. This is 
t a u g h t in Scripture and practiced 
by the Apostolic Church. This 
stands, judged by the above latin 
postulate. 
I believe it is generally conceded 
by single immersionist, t h a t trine 
immersion was the prevailing mode 
for a thousand years, from the sec-
ond t o the twelfth century. Cath-
car t as quoted by J . Quinter in 
Trine Immersion p. 198 says : 
"Trine Immersion was the general 
practice of Christians from the end 
of the second till the close of the 
twelfth century. The proof of the 
above s ta tement is overwhelming." 
While he makes this concession, he 
also makes the following declara-
tion, also quoted by the above au-
thor i ty . "Beyond Tertullian, no 
record in the l i terature of men, in 
the book of God or in any symbol 
known to mortals , ut ters a single 
word abou t three immersions in 
baptism. ' ' This is s t rong language 
in defiance of the Scripture testi-
mony as well as the collateral. We 
will see how true this is. 
The first two centuries furnish but 
little l i terature on the mode of bap-
tism. There was then no contro-
versy on the subject. Barnabas 
lived A.'D. 50 and Hennas in A. I). 
75 both testify t o immersion. 
James Chrystal in History of Modes 
of Baptism says : " I t should be ob-
served t h a t the references t o the 
symbolism of the sacrament in early 
Christian writers are t o trine, not 
to single immersion, which they ex-
pressly condemned, so some later 
writers are as specific." 
We give an extract from Old 
Writings ascribed to St. Dionysius 
the Areopegite. "The symbolic 
teaching mystically instructs him 
who is baptized according to the 
sacred rite, t o imita te by the three 
immersions in the water, the death 
and the burial for three days and 
nights of Jesus, the Life-giver, for it 
is conceded to men t o imitate Him." 
—History of Modes ot Babtism by 
James Chrystal p. 50. We give 
this for what it is worth. I t is a t 
least collateral test imony t h a t trine 
immersion existed in the first cen-
tury . 
We will give an extract from Jus-
tin Mar tyr who lived about A. D. 
150 and was only forty or fifty 
years from St. John . He indulges 
in figurative language. "Then they 
are brought by us where there is 
water and are regenerated in the 
same manner in which we were our-
selves regenerated. Fo r in the 
name of God, the Father , and Lord 
of the universe, and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ and of the Holy Spirit, 
they then receive the washing with 
water ." "And for this (rite) we 
have learned from the Apostles this 
reason. Since Ave a t our bir th were 
born without our own knowledge 
and choice by our parents coming 
together and were brought up in 
bad habi ts and wicked t ra in ing; 
in order t h a t we may not remain 
the children of ignorance bu t may 
become the children of choice and 
knowledge and may obtain in the 
water the remission of sins formerly 
committed, there is pronounced 
over him who chooses t o be born 
again, and has repented of his sins 
the name of God the Father and 
the Lord of the universe; he who 
leads t o the la ver the person t h a t 
is to be washed, calling him by his 
name alone. F o r no one can u t te r 
the name of the ineffable God; and 
if any one dare t o say t h a t there is 
a name, he raves with hopeless 
madness. And this washing is 
called illumination because they 
who learn these things are illum-
inated in their understanding. 
And in the name of Jesus Christ 
who was crucified under Pont ius 
Pilate and in the name of the Holy 
Ghost, who through the prophets 
foretold all things about Jesus, he 
who is illuminated is washed."— 
Trine Immersion by James Quinter 
pp. 201,202. 
Just in lived so close to the Apos-
tles t h a t he felt sure t h a t he had 
their doctrine. We call a t tent ion 
to the fact t h a t in Just in ' s day 
they used the bapt ismal formula as 
it was delivered t o the Apostles by 
Christ. They baptized into the 
name of the Fa the r and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost. 
On the question of trine immer-
sion in the Apostolic age and thence 
to Tertullian's time, we quote a • 
learned his tor ian: "Should^ we re-
store the trine immersion as the 
general practice, we shall have good 
reason t o lay claim to the only 
mode which, so far as we can judge 
from all the test imony which the 
early church affords, can lay histor-
ically at tested claim t o being the 
normal mode of the Apostles. 
While, perhaps, we may not say ab-
solutely t h a t single immersion was 
never resorted t o in the Apostolic 
times, yet all the facts of the ages 
immediately subsequent are against 
the view t h a t it is any thing more 
t h a n a compend and i t is clear t h a t 
for five hundred years after Christ, 
all or thodox Christians deemed the 
trine immersion itself the Divine or 
\ 
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Apostolic institution, which some 
though t commanded in Scripture 
and others thought had been 
handed down in the practice and 
teaching of the Church from the 
Apostles or Christ as its source." 
—History of Modes of Bap-
tism, pp. 213, 214. "But they re-
gard this t radi t ion not itself as the 
source but as the means of the 
transmission."'—Ibid p. 160. 
As we shall hereafter see Tertul-
lian, Chrysostom, Tlieodoret, Bish-
op Pelagius, Alcuin and Bruno be-
lieved trine immersion to be t augh t 
in the scriptures. 
Baptism was still unchanged in 
the third century: "The most re-
spectable historians affirm t h a t no 
evidence exists as to any al terat ion 
in the subject or mode of baptism 
during the third century." 
"We have no test imony as t o any 
al terat ion as t o the rite of baptism. 
Mag. Cent. c. 3. Danv. p. 62 . " 
"They baptize with some cere-
monies those t h a t were well in-
structed in their religion and who 
had given satisfactory signs of 
their sincere conversion; they gen-
erally dipped them thrice in water, 
invoking the name of the Holy 
Trini ty ." Dupin's Hist. Cent, 3, 
Baptist History by G. H. Orchard 
p. 35. 
These authorit ies testify t h a t in 
the third century the mode was un-
changed and t h a t it was trine im-
mersion. 
Tertullian. "To begin with bap-
tism : when we are about t o come 
t o the water, . . . . we do in the 
Church testify under the hand of a 
chief minister t h a t Ave renounce the 
Devil and his pomp and his angels. 
Then we are thrice dipped, pledging 
ourselves to something more than 
the Lord h a t h prescribed in the 
gospel.—Be Corona cap. Hi, Oxford 
trans, "He (Christ) gave, as His 
last command t h a t they should 
immerse into the Father , and the 
Son, and Holy Ghost, no t into one 
person. For we are immersed no t 
once, bu t thrice, a t the naming of 
every person of the Trini ty." 
The above show: 
1. Tha t Tertullian believed t h a t 
all the baptisms of the New Testa-
ment performed after the words of 
the commission were uttered, were 
performed by trine immersion. 
2. Tha t he believed t h a t Christ 
enjoined this mode. 
"In addition i t should be remark-
ed t h a t in the first five hundred 
years, the great bulk of or thodox 
testimony, so far as expressed, is in 
favor of both these views. The 
practice of a thousand years coin-
cides with them."—History of the 
Modes of Baptism by James Chrys-
tal. 
THIRD CENTURY. 
CYRIL OP JERUSALEM—"You made 
the saving confession and descended 
thrice into the water, and again 
ascended, thus shadowing forth by 
means of a symbol the three days 
burial of Christ." 
S T . BASIL.—"In three immersions 
therefore, and in the same number 
of invocations, the great mystery 
of baptism is finished, so t h a t both 
the figure of death is exhibited and 
the souls of the baptized are illum-
inated by the transmission (orgift) 
of the knowledge of God." 
AMBROSE : "Thou wast asked, 'Dost 
thou believe in God, the Fa the r Al-
mighty? ' and thou repliedst, 'I be-
lieve,' and wast dipped, t h a t is bur-
ied. A second demand was made, 
'Dost thou believe in Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and in his cross?' thou 
answeredst again, T believe' and 
wast dipped. Therefore thou was 
buried with Christ; for he t h a t is 
buried with Christ riseth again with 
Christ. A third time the question 
was repeated, 'Dost thou believe in 
the Holy Ghost? and t h y answer 
was, T believe,' then thou wast 
dipped a third time, t h a t thy triple 
confession might absolve thee from 
the various offences of thy former 
life." 
Jerome and St. Augustine also of 
this century, testify t o trine immer-
sion. 
FOURTH C E N T U R Y . 
Gregory Nyssen, speaking of bap-
tism says : "And this we do three 
times t o represent the grace of his 
resurrection performed after three 
days ." 
CHRYSOSTOM s ays : Christ delivered 
to his disciples one baptism in three 
immersions of the body, when he 
said t o them, 'Go teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father , and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost," 
FIFTH CENTURY". 
THEODORET BISHOP OF CYRUS 
says : "He (Eunoniius) subverted 
the law of Holy baptism, which had 
been handed down from the begin-
ning from the Lord and from the 
apostles and made a contrary law, 
asserting t h a t i t is not necessary 
to immerse the candidates for bap-
tism thrice, nor to mention the 
names of the Trinity but t o immerse 
once only into the death of Christ." 
—Chrystals History of the Modes of 
Baptism. 
SOZOMEN also refers t o Eunomius 
and rebukes him or any one else, 
who would pervert the ancient 
mode—trine immersion. 
SIXTH CENTURY. 
The Euuomians have increased. 
PELAGIUS BISHOP OF ROME says : 
"There a remany who say t h a t t h e y 
baptize in the name of Christ alone, 
and by a single immersion. But 
the Gospel command, which was 
given by God himself, and our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ, reminds 
us t h a t we should administer holy 
baptism to every one, in the name 
of the Trinity and by trine immer-
sion, for our Lord said t o his dis-
ciples, 'Go baptize all nat ions in the 
name of the Father , and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost,"—Chrystals 
History of Modes of Baptism. 
Chrystal says t h a t Gregory the 
Great was " the first or thodox writ-
er who deemed t h a t the trine im-
mersion might be changed to the 
single for convenience. Yet he 
states t h a t the custom a t Rome, in 
his day was the t r ine." 
SEVENTH CENTURY". 
In this centui'y the fourth council 
of Toledo was held and single im-
mersion sanctioned in Spain from 
local causes. But in other p a r t s of 
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the church the ancient mode re-
mained." 
EIGHTH CENTURY. 
John Damascene, Germanus, 
Pa t r ia rch of Constantinople, Alcuin 
and Theodulplius all advocate trine 
immersion, and the la t te r mentions 
it as the custom of his age. 
NINTH CENTURY. 
Rabanus Maurus, Archbishop of 
Mentz says : " I t behooves, there-
fore, t h a t bapt ism be performed by 
trine immersion, with an invocation 
of the Trini ty." Also Walafrid 
St rabo, Haymo, Bishop of Halber-
s tadt , Hinemar, Archbishop of 
Rheims, with others advocate trine 
immersion, and assert it as the cus-
tom of their age. 
TENTH CENTURY. 
Alto, Bishop of Vercelli, "uses 
s t rong language in favor of immer-
sion." r 
ELEVENTH CENTURY. 
Auselm, Bishop of Lucca; Lang-
franc, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Bruno, Bishop of Segni testify 
t o trine immersion. 
TWELFTH CENTURY. 
Hildibert of Le Mans "exhibits 
the t ru th t h a t even in century 12 
the immersion was still t o t a l . " 
Hengo of St. Victor, "deems the 
trine, no t the single immersion the 
preferable one / ' 
James Chrystal says : " In this 
century, whatever may have been 
thought by individuals, we have 
clear information from two writers 
t h a t the trine immersion was still 
retained as a general practice.'.' 
He gives his authorities. 
Robert Pulleyn or Pullus, did not 
think trine immersion as absolutely 
necessary, like the form of words, 
bu t counted an adminis t ra tor who 
did no t administer it as lying under 
the fault of negligence. 
Peter Lombai'd is in favor of dip-
ping but thinks "i t may be once or 
thrice according to the usage of the 
Church." 
These la t ter il lustrate the tend-
ency of the times, t o depart from 
the primitive customs. (In the lat-
ter pages the subject mat te r ' is 
mostly gleaned from Chrystals His-
tory of the Modes of Baptism.) 
We will add a few testimonials 
yet t o show t h a t t r ine immersion 
was the primitive mode. 
Chamber's Cyclopedia, etc. Lon-
don 1786; Baptism in Theology. 
A triple immersion was first used 
and continued for a long time. . . . 
"But it was afterward laid aside 
because the Arians used i t ." 
"Mr. Reeves: The ancients care-
fully observed trine immersion, in 
as much t h a t by the Canons Apos-
tolical, either bishop or presbyter 
who baptized without it, was de-
posed from the ministry."—Camp-
bell on Baptism, p. 188. 
The Apostolical Canon 50 declares: 
"If any bishop or presbyter do not 
perform three immersions of one 
initiation, bu t oneimmersion which 
is given into the death of Christ, let 
him be deposed; for the Lord did 
not say, 'Baptize into my death; 
but, go ye and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father , and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. ' Do ye 
therefore, 0 bishops, immerse thrice 
into one Father , and Son, and Holy 
Ghost, according t o the will of 
Christ from the Spirit ?"—ChrystaVs 
History of the Modes' of Baptism, 
p. 80, 00. 
OFFICE IV of the Roman church 
for celebrating baptism. "Book of 
the Sacraments" of Pope Gelasius. 
Then let the priest baptize by trine 
immersion alone, invoking but once 
the Holy Trinity, and saying t h u s : 
"And I baptize thee in the name of 
the Father , and let him immerse 
once, and of the Son, and let him 
immerse a second time, and of the 
Holy Ghost, and let him immerse a 
third t ime." 
BOCTRINE OF THE RUSSIAN CHURCH. 
Longer Catechism p. 84. 
"Wha t is bap t i sm?" 
Answer. "Baptism is a sacrament, 
in which a man who believes, having 
his body thrice plunged in water, in 
the name of the Father , the Son and 
the Holy Ghost, dies t o the carnal 
life of sin." 
" W h a t is most essential in the 
administrat ion of bap t i sm?" 
Answer. ' 'Trine immersion in wa-
ter, in the name of the Father , and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 
—Chrystal's History oi the Modes of 
Baptism, pp. 100. 222. 
We haA'e seen t h a t for about, 
twelve hundred years, tr ine immer-
sion was generally practiced. And 
it is still- practiced by the Greek 
church. They are pedobaptists , bu t 
dip their infants three t imes; unless 
sick or weak then they employ pour-
ing and call it a compend (an abridg-
ed form of the rite of baptism.) 
James Chrystal shows t h a t e v e n t h e 
English church—though she has de-
parted from the primitive mode—de-
mands trine immersion in her ru-
brics, and formerly practiced it. 
We deem this sufficient to show 
how the Church in Apostolic and 
succeeding ages understood the 
commission. 
(To be concluded in next issue.) 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
PEIDE. 
Pride has throughout all ages been 
a universal and also a Arery destruc-
tive sin. There are other sins, 
which the human family is addicted 
to , such as intemperance, idolatry 
and many others t oo numerous t o 
mention; yet after all, not one of 
them nor all of them together have 
acused as much grief, misery, blood-
shed and broken hear ts as pride. I t 
is, indeed, a lamentable fact, t h a t 
intemperance has caused and is 
still causing, an incomprehensible 
amount of suffering, heart-rend-
ings and misery. Intemperance 
should by all means be avoided and 
spoken against by every minister of 
the gospel, and also by every child 
of God. I t is yearly ensnaring and 
dragging thousands of our noblest 
youths into its rank, and a t the end, 
it plunges many of them into a pre-
matured grave. Intemperance is, 
indeed, causing an indescribable 
amount of suffering, bu t intemper-
ance is not a universal sin. There 
are, and always have been, some 
who have not been intemperate nor 
par take of the intoxicating cup; 
neither has the whole human familv 
.. J 
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a t any time indulged in one or the 
other prevailing sins, except in pride. 
Pride has a t all times, more or 
less, dwelt in every human heart . I t 
has dwelt in the hear ts of emperors, 
kings, princes and nobles of every 
rank and title. Pride has more or 
less, a lurking place in the hear t of 
every one, from the wealthiest t o t he 
most dest i tute person t h a t ever 
lived. Pride has caused kings and 
inonarchs of this earth to plunge 
whole nat ions into a bloody and de-
vas ta t ing war. Pride has thus been 
the direct cause of cruelly slaughter-
ing and maiming thousands, yea 
millions of dearly beloved husbands, 
father's, sons and brothers. Pi'ide 
has .tore them violently from the 
side of an affectionate wife, mother, 
sister or brother ; who were depend-
ent upon them for their suppor t . 
Pride has been the agency of caus-
ing rivers of blood to flow upon the 
earth. I t has been the means of 
overthrowing and utterly demolish-
ing cities, towns and villages with-
out number; and i t has pu t the in-
habi tan ts thereof to the sword with-
out regard to age or sex. I t has 
caused an indescribable amount of 
pain, groans, sighs and sleepless 
hours, both of the maimed and 
wounded and also of them t h a t 
waited and administered unto their 
necessity, whilst the maimed and 
wounded were lying upon the bed of 
languish. 
Pride has not only wrought havoc 
in the different na t ions of this ear th, 
bu t i t has brought and is bringing 
ruin t o thousands of private fami. 
lies as well. Pride is a goddess, 
which has been worshiped, more or 
less, by every human family. The 
image of pride exceeds in size a 
thousand fold the image which Neb-
uehadnezzer had set up. I t is gor-
geously arrayed and decorated with 
diamonds, pearls, gold, silver and 
costly a r ray of every discription. 
Many of the most useful, honorable 
and wealthiest among the human 
families who have been zealous in 
their devotions towards the goddess 
pride have sacrificed honor, reputa-
t ion and wealth; thus they- have 
fallen into poverty and disgrace. 
The goddess pride has not only been 
worshiped by the wealthy, bu t by 
the middle and poorer classes as 
well. An image of it has been set 
up in every household, and is wor-
shiped to a more or less extent. 
The rich sacrifice unto the image of 
pride from their abundance; and 
the middle and poorer classes 
"s t ra in every nerve in order t o keep 
apace.''" Many well-to-do families 
have thus been ruined. I t has also 
very often happened t h a t parents 
in the zeal of worship towards the 
goddess pride have sacrificed every 
available means,, thus their poor 
and helpless children are left without 
sufficient food and clothing. Pride 
has in this way caused an indescriba-
ble amount of suffering; for many 
of these unfortunate children have 
succumbed on account of not hav-
ing been provided by their parents 
with sufficient necessaries of life. 
Pride has also been the means of 
causing much distress and suffering 
in many other ways, byplays , danc-
ing and by other athletic sports, 
(horse, foot and boa t races included) 
which are claimed by many t o be 
innocent pla\-s; therefore, such per-
sons contend t h a t these plays or 
races serve t o develop physical 
strength, and t h a t they also serve 
as pastime. But the writer views 
them in a, different light, and is of 
the opinion t h a t those plays and 
races should by no means be indulg-
ed in by thechildreu of God. I t very 
often happens t h a t persons which 
engage in such plays or races pride 
themselves on account of their ex-
pertness, therefore, they exert them-
selves above their physical strength, 
consequently some are physically 
ruined, others thereby contract a, 
lingering desease, and not a few 
ha^ve fallen a mar ty r t o their folly. 
Pride has been the agency of bring-
ing pain, misery and ruin t o the hu-
man family in thousands of differ-
ent ways than above described. But-
all the pain, misery and distress, 
which man has had to [endure in 
this world on account of pride, is 
nothing in comparison t o the an-
guish which the unfortunate souls 
will have to endure th roughout 
eternity on account of having in-
dulged in pride whilst they were liv-' 
ing on this ear th. There have been 
many people th roughout all ages 
who have felt the strivings of God's 
Spirit, but, because of pride were 
not willing t o humble themselves, 
consequently they neglected their 
salvation, and they have thus pass-
ed from time into eternity without 
a ray of hope. And who is able to 
comprehend or describe the agony 
these souls will have t o endure in 
eternity? John says, "And the 
smoke of their [torment ascendeth 
up forever and ever." Rev. xiv, 11 . 
Pride has not only wrought hovoc 
among the children of this world, 
but it has also made great and 
grievous inroads among the children 
of God as well. Churches which once 
were noted for plainness and for 
their simplicity, have long ere this 
drifted with the current of pride. 
Their former plainness and simplici-
ty is now no more recognizable, and 
unless they repent and return to 
their former s ta te , it is t o be feared 
t h a t their candlestick will be remov-
ed "ou t of his place." Many of the 
leaders and pillars of the church and 
also many of the promising youth 
are all entangled in the net of pride, 
consequently their labor and their 
usefullness is greatly hindered, so 
much so, t h a t the s ta te of the church 
is, indeed, deplorable. 
Pride is also robbing the church of 
a great pa r t of i ts financial resourc-
es. Money, no doubt, which God 
has intended t h a t his children 
should use for the propagat ion of 
the gospel among the heathen, and 
also in our midst as well, is all ab-
sorbed by pride. Money, which the 
children of God ought to use for the 
elevation of the poor, and also for 
the benefit of the distressed, is all 
foolishly squandered by many for 
the vanity of pride. Thus on ac-
count of pride, many of the poor 
and needy are left without being 
cared for; and thousands of the 
poor and benighted heathen are left 
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t o die without ever hearing of the 
precious name of Jesus. 
Pride is no t only hindering the 
progress of the gospel among the 
heathen, but it is retarding its pro-
gress in our very midst as well. 
Christian communities, which have 
drifted with the current of pride, 
have erected for themselves costly 
and magnificent churches, in which 
the middle and poorer classes do not 
feel a t home. Many are in this way 
deprived of religious privileges, and 
consequently much spiritual and 
bodily suffering in the result. 
Pride is retarding the progress of 
the gospel in various other ways. 
Many a young man of renown, as 
well as many a Samson in the min-
istry is lulled asleep by Delilah. The 
locks of the head of the Nazarite are 
cut off by pride the Philistine, and 
before the young man of valor or 
the minister of the gospel is aware 
of it, the Spirit of the Lord has de-
parted from him. Their sermons 
and exhortat ions, which once were 
powerful and accompanied by the 
Spirit of God, are now (no mat te r 
how eloquent) an empty farce. 
Their voices, which were once direct-
ed against pride and other prevail-
ing sins, are now total ly silent on 
these vital po in ts : thus the congre-
gat ion of such a minister is wholly 
given over t o the pillage of pride 
and woe! t o t h a t congregation 
among which pride has entered, for 
i t will neither spare rich or poor, 
young or old. Pride is like a wolf, 
for when a wolf has entered the sheep-
fold, he will no t spare; bu t he will 
kill and devour if possible the whole 
flock. Those t h a t pride does no t 
kill outright, (spiritualty) it will 
mangle and cripple for life, so t h a t 
their former usefulness willbegreat-
ly reduced. 
Pride will t ake men and women of 
every position and of every nation-
ality by s t ra tagem. If pride has 
once taken possession of the human 
heart , it will reign supreme. Pride 
is like a despotic rule, it will rule in 
the hearts of men as dictated by 
will. I t will bind, enslave and lead 
into captivity all t h a t are drawn 
within its reach, by its charming 
deluding influences. I t will lead 
both rich and poor into all manner 
of extravagance. I t will extor t and 
exact funds from its unfortunate 
victims with a high and a usurping 
hand ; thus leaving them in many 
instances without sufficient means 
wherewith t o procure the necessaries 
of life. 
Pride has also of late crept with 
the stealthiness of a serpent into 
many of the pulpits in our land. I t 
has of late coiled itself with alarm-
ing rapidity with its deathly coil 
around the breasts of a vast number 
of the servants of God. God hasin-
tended' t h a t these heralds of t ru th 
should s tand upon the walls of Zion, 
and defend His cause boldly and 
without fear. But the serpent 
through its subtil ty has with its 
poisoned pangs defused its deathly 
poison, as it were, in their breast, 
consequently these heralds of t ru th 
have lost p a r t of their former power. 
The apostles and their immediate 
followers spake as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. Every vice and sin 
prevalent among the human fami-
ly a t t h a t time was renounced and 
boldly spoken against . But now, 
very few will t ake the Word for 
their guide, much less, will they at-
tempt t o speak as the Spirit of God 
will dictate; but they will t ry t o 
avade the t r u t h as it is in Jesus, in 
order t o obtain populari ty with 
man. Pride has not only found its 
way into the pulpit, but i t is also 
plainly visible among the laity as 
well. When the children of God 
meet in prayer or fellowship meet-
ing, pride then holds a, prominent 
position. Pride keeps many from 
praying and testifying for the Lord ; 
for i t tells them t h a t they are not 
gifted like others, therefore, it is 
better to say noth ing; thus many 




Christ is compared t o a rock; he 
is unchangable in his character and 
there is no change in his purposes. 
WHAT WE BELIEVE. 
BY A. STONER. 
PART V. 
The Bible — t o pu t i t in mild 
language—is a wonderful book, 
and we can say without fear of suc-
cessful contradiction, t h a t there is 
not another book extant , so grand 
and fai"-reaching, never was and 
never shall be during the time t h a t 
precedes the coming age. I t has 
stood the blunt, unvanquished by 
the isolated and combined efforts 
of i ts enemies. I t has been burned, 
outlawed, blasphemed, condemned, 
despised, and rejected; but it still 
lives and no signs of its dying soon. 
But how with those who have tried 
to exterminate it ? The majority 
of those Avho have put forth their 
efforts t o destroy the Bible are only 
remembered, by the better class of 
their fellow mortals as the fool is 
remembered and their works share 
abou t the same fate. Then again, 
the wide-spread distribution of the 
Bible has no t been accomplished by 
force of arms nor by any other 
violent measure, while other sys-
tems of religion needed the force of 
arms, and other intrigues of wily 
and crafty men t o give them afoot-
hold in the minds of men. 
But not so with the Bible for i t 
carries with itself an inherent power 
not known to any other book. 
Then in the words of another, "The 
Bible must have been written by 
good men or good angels, or by 
bad men or by bad ajigels," "by 
the fruit Ave are enabled t o judge 
the tree." Does the Bible teach 
good or bad things? If it teaches 
good things then the tree must be 
good; but if the teachings and com-
mands therein lead t o bad then the 
tree must be evil for i t is â  law of 
nature, t h a t like produces like. 
Now let us look a t the teachings of 
bad, yes and professedly good men's 
histories. Do they not all cover up 
t h a t which is dark and evil in their 
character when they write out the 
history of their lives and exalt the i r 
virtues if they have any? Who 
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among all the historians of this 
world would write a history of his 
heroes and say t h a t one had been 
guilty of incest with his daughters 
like Lot, or of adultery like David, 
or one guilty of libertinism like Sol-
omon, yes and the denial of Peter 
the fleeing from danger in general 
of alb the apostles? Who in writ-
ing the history of persons would 
chronical such deeds but au enemy 
or an impart ial his torian? An en-
emy's object in chronicling such 
acts would be for the defamation of 
the person by whom the acts had 
been committed and no signs of 
mercy or leniancy manifested to-
ward the culprit. While the impar-
tial historian, in his cold and un-
sympathetic manner, would give 
all the facts, as they are but you 
would fail t o find t h a t sympathetic 
spirit manifested in the accounts as 
given in the Bible. Their sins were 
opened out before them and then 
admonished to turn away from 
them with the promise of mercy 
and pardon. Dear readers do you 
see the difference of the spirit t h a t 
is manifested in each? 
So then in the Bible giving us an 
impart ia l account of the heroes 
t h a t have been upon the s tage of 
action, showing forth their darkes t 
deeds and most heinous crimes and 
in connection therewith, the suffer-
ing and shame which came upon 
themselves and those connected 
with them, and thus, as it were, 
raise a signal of warning to those 
in all succeeding ages t o beware of 
the rocks, sholes and reefs of hum an 
passion, lust and pride, t h a t they 
who follow them iu the ocean of life 
may not shat ter their frail and 
tempest-tossed bark but by tak ing 
heed, steer them safely into the ha-
ven of eternal rest. F rom this we 
must conclude t h a t the Bible was 
not written by bad men. nor b3r bad 
angels for on nearly every page we 
find their condemnation written in 
flaming denunciations like these: 
"In the day t h a t thou eatest there-
of thou shalt surely die.'7 "The 
soul t h a t sinneth, i t shall die." 
"There is no rest for the wicked." 
"The ungodly shall no t s tand in 
the day of judgment nor sinners in 
congregation of the righteous." 
"The wicked shall be turned into 
hell and all the nat ions t h a t forget 
God." " In flaming Are tak ing ven-
gence on them t h a t know no t God 
and t h a t obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruc-
tion from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of his power." 
"But whoremongers and adulterers 
God will judge." "And all liars 
shall have their portion in the lake 
t h a t burnetii with fire and brim-
stone." "He t h a t sinneth is of the 
Devil." "S ims the transgression of 
the /air." 
Does it look reasonable t h a t evil 
beings would write a book contain-
ing such fearful denunciations upon 
themselves? We think not. 
Then the Bible must have been 
written by beings who knew and 
were acquanted with the awful con-
sequences of violating the law and 
with t h a t knowledge penned the 
biblical history as a compass, 
guide or director t o those who 
would escape the pending doom of 
the disobedient. Then again, we 
find upon nearly, if not on every 
page of the Bible, such words as 
these, " thus saith the Lord." The 
word of the Lord," " this is the will 
of God," "and God said." Do you 
find those expressions in reading 
any other book. There may be 
other books which use these expres-
sions in a borrowed sense but not 
as in the Bible. Then we have here 
a claim of originality, authenticity 
and inspiration upon the pages of 
this book as on no other and t h a t 
the teachings are good, acknow-
ledged so by unbelievers and infi-
dels. T h a t if all men would do un-
to others as they would wish others 
t o do to them lawsuits, strifes (fam-
ily, neighborhood and nat ional) 
would cease and peace and harmony 
reign supreme. 0, glorious consum-
mation; may the time speedily come 
when the kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and when 
righteousness shall cover the ear th 
as the waters cover the sea. (Read 
Isaiah 11 chap.) In this book we 
find a history of the origin, or cre-
ation of man, the name of the cre-
a to r and our present duty, our 
future prospects and thus giving to 
us intelligent answers to our ques-
tions. How am I? Whither go I? 
How remain I ? as is given t o us in 
no other book, having the proofs 
of antiquity, authenticity and in-
spiration, so firmly grounded. 
Therefore in view of this, we b'elie ve 
the Bible to be the revealed will of 
God to man and shall search there-
in to find what t h a t will is. 
AN EXAMPLE OF FOEGIVENESS. 
An old colored Christian woman 
was going along the streets of New 
York with a, basket of apples t h a t 
she had for sale. A rough, sailor 
ran against her and upset the bas-
ket", and stood back expecting t o 
hoar- her scold frightfully; bu t she 
stooped down and picked up the ap-
ples, and said "Godforgiveyou,my 
son, as I do ." The sailor saw the 
meanness of what he had done, felt 
in his pocket for his money, and 
insisted t h a t she should take it all. 
Though she was colored, he called 
her mother, and said, "Forgive me 
mother ; I will never do any thing so 
mean again ." 
Ah ! there is a power ina forgiving-
spirit t o overcome all hardness. 
There is no way of conquering men 
like t h a t of bestowing upon them 
your pardon, whether they wall ac-
cept i t or not. 
But says one " l e a n forgive, but I 
cannot forget," is only another way 
of saying, " I will not forgive." A 
forgiveness ought t o be like a can-
celed note, to rn in two and burned 
up, so t h a t it can never be shown 
against the man.—Selected. 
Washing the Saint 's Feet is an 
ordinance t h a t puts our loyalty to 
Christ t o the test . He wants a fol-
lowing t h a t will obey him without 
a quibble, and this ordinance is the 
test and many fail t o obey. 
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Wo learn that our older brother, 13. B. 
Shelley, of Lancaster co., Pa. and of whom 
mention was made several weeks ago, is 
not recovering from his severe affliction. 
• And we also learn that our old friend 
and brother, Elder Jacob N. Graybill, of 
Lancaster co., Pa., is apparently declining 
very fast. He has been for several years 
very much afflicted and almost helpless, 
but recently his strength is failing- him 
and apparently he is nearing the grave. 
Truly life is ebbing away fast with 
us poor mortals but thanks be to God who 
has provided a better country for his 
children. May we ever seek to be ready, 
for we know not the day of our departure. 
We are necessitated to request those who 
are in arrears to send us at once the amount 
due us for subscription to the VISITOR, as 
we are very much in need of money. Our 
indebtedness is increasing and our bills 
must be met: We make this appeal to you 
in the full belief that you will not fail to 
respond. Some of our subscribers are in 
arrears for two years or more and although 
it is but a small sum to them yet in the ag-
gregate it amounts to enough to us to pay 
our dues to the printer, and these must be 
met. At the earnest solicitation of many 
we have commenced the publication of the 
VISITOR semi-monthly in the full belief 
that it would bo sustained by an increase 
iu our subscription and in that we have 
not been disappointed, and we think we 
are giving our subscribers and readers of 
the VISITOR, generally, fully the worth of 
their money, both in quantity and quality 
of the reading matter, as has been attested 
by the many favorable comments received ; 
and wo do not in the least intend to relax 
one particle of our efforts, but propose to 
increase them wherever [we can. Perhaps 
there are some on our list whose circum-
stances arc such that they are not able to 
pay. To all such we expect you to write 
us, stating your condition, and if unable to 
pay wo will of course wait with you or 
cancel the debt, but wo expect to hear 
from you. There may also be errors on 
the labels ; some may have paid and they 
have not received due credit. To all such 
we would say, advise us of the fact and we 
will make the proper corrections. But we 
would say to those who are justly indebted 
to us of long standing, ploase sond us the 
amount due us at your earliest convenience, 
and you will greatly oblige us. 
The article on Baptism, by Bro. Baker, 
will be completed in our next issue, and 
wo would call the attention of the Com-
mittee that was appointed by our last Con-
ference to review and correct it, to the im-
portance of the work that is before them, 
and the short time they have to finish 
their examination and report. But we pre-
sume they have not been inactive and per-
haps have completed their work as the 
articles appeared from time to time in the 
columns of the VISITOR. It is true' the 
work is an extensive one and has taken up 
considerable space and time to get it in the 
shape that it now is ; but we believe it has 
been thoroughly done as the nature and the 
importance of the work requires. 
It has not simply been a statement of 
our belief, but it has been backed up, by 
proof both from sacred writ as well as from 
church history, and other eminent writers 
of later years and we think that the sub-
ject has been carefully handled and the 
arguments are unanswerable and the 
grounds taken invulnerable. There may 
be, "tis true, some errors made in setting 
the type, but these can and will be, and 
perhaps have been noted and corrected by 
the committee, as the work progressed ; 
and we are glad to state, that we have 
something in the shape of a treatise on bap-
tism that will [take its place in history, 
that will be referred to with satisfaction 
by those interested in Bible truths. 
We would hero remark that we have 
quite recently received quite a number of 
orders for both the article on "Baptism,'' 
and on the "Lord's Supper,"' as soon as 
published in book form, and we trust that 
our coming Conference, which meets May 
21st. Will take the proper steps to have 
it published in book form at no distant 
day. 
There is yet one other ordinance to 
be added to the above, that should 
not be omitted in the publication of 
the work, and that is a short and 
clearly defined statement of the scripts 
ural doctrine of Washing the Saints"Feet. 
Somo times we say it is so simple and 
plain a command that it needs no argu-
ment to convince every honest child of 
God of the necessity of obeying it. But be-
cause of this fact we often fail to give it 
the prominence an ordinance in the house 
of God should have. 
Wo wish to call the attention of our sub-
scribers sending us names and remittance, 
to the importance of giving us the correct 
post office, as well as the names of the 
subscribers. If they are old subscribers, 
they should always give the names and 
initials as well as the post office, the same 
as written before, and if there has been 
any error in the name and they desire to 
correct it, give the name as it has been 
spelled and then make the correction. For 
instance, suppose we have a subscriber on 
our list by the name of John S. Engle, 
Abilene, Kansas, and he wishes to pay his 
subscription, he sends us the money and 
gives the name, John Engle, Abilene, 
Kansas. We don't know who it is, but we 
credit John Engle with the money and 
send him the VISITOR, but John S. Engle 
g'ets no credit, and unless we are immedi-
ately informed of it both papers are con-
tinued. After awhile we learn that there 
has been a paper coming to that office that 
is not claimed, and that John S. Engle has 
not received credit for the money sent; and 
so it may occur with any other name or 
post office. You can readily see the im-
portance of writing the name correctly and 
plainly, it will save us and you much un-
necessary trouble. 
ROSENBEBGER.—Died near Hatfield, 
Pa., on Thursday, April 10, 1890, Elder 
Henry Rosenberger, aged 56 years, 1 
month and 18 days. Funeral services were 
held on the 17th, at Fricks' meeting house 
and burial in the cemetery there. The 
occasion was improved by the home breth-
ren to. a large congregation. Bro. Rosen-
berger had had the La Grippe some time 
in the winter; he seems to have taken 
cold several times after. He attended the 
District Council March 8th. On the 9th, 
he preached at the house, sister Lydia 
Kulp's funeral. On the 30th of March he 
preached at Lawndale meeting house, but 
was troubled with a hacking cough. On 
Saturday following, April 5th, he took his 
bed and died on the 10th. His sickness 
was heart failure accompanied by pneumo-
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nia. Bro. Roseuberger was a very tem-
perate man, he used no spirituous liquors 
or tobacco; he was careful in giving advice 
but when given, it was safe to follow, he 
was beloved by his neighbors and by the 
pooi'. It would be difficult to find a man 
that entertained and fed more strangers 
and needy than he did. I know he did not 
seek the office of minister or bishop, but 
the office sought him, and found the right 
man. But I know he had many cares, and 
trials since he held that office. 
I don't think there was ever more tears 
shed in our meeting house than there was 
the first time the brethren met there after 
the funeral. He was an example to us all 
in his regular and early attendance at the 
house of worship, and generally willing to 
do his duty. Peace be to his ashes. 
CHRISTIAN WISMEE. 
BENEVOLENT FUND. 
H. A. Kauffman, $1.00 
R. E. Hershey, $1.00 
A Brother, $1.00 
Tena Sollenberger, $2.00 
J . B. Wingert, $1.00 
A Sister, 4.00 
LOVE FEAST, 
At Brechbill's meeting house near 
Green village, Franklin eo., Pa. on 
June 3rd and 4th, 1890. A hearty 
invitat ion is extended to all. Those 
who come on the train will s top a t 
Greenvillage on the West Maryland 
R. R. There will most likely be ar-
rangements for excursion rates . 
At the meeting house in Union 
Township, Elkhar t co., Indiana 
June 7, 1890, t o commence a t 10 
o'clock A. M. All are cordially in-
vited. 
LOVE FEASTS FOE 0NTAEI0. 
Black Creek, Wetland Co.. May, 31 . 
Markham, York Co., June, 7. 
llowick, Wellington Co., June 7. 
Nottawa, Lincoe Co., June 14. 
Wainfieet, Welland Co., June, 14. 
Waterloo, Waterloo Co., J u n e 2 1 . 
Clarence Centre, Erie Co., N. Y., 
June, 2 1 . 
H. R. H E I S E . 
SUGGESTIONS. 
My thoughts have been running 
in our approaching A. M., and I 
thought I would offer a few sugges-
tions, leaving the brethren to t ake 
them for what they are worth. The 
first thing which I think needs im-
provement is the wording of articles 
but more especially, of decisions. 
I t should be borne in mind t h a t the 
minutes are read by the whole 
membership, and the language (or 
terms used) should be such t h a t all 
can understand. Again the system 
of condensing, though necessary t o 
a certain extent, may easily be 
pushed too far and for kick of 
words weaken its force or darken 
its meaning. I would also suggest 
adding the names of all delegates 
to A.M., the Church (District) they 
represent, what s ta te , and so forth. 
I t would be useful for reference and 
to some extent would indicate the 
growth of the Church by giving the 
names of New districts. I t would 
also show how much change is made 
in delegates from time t o time in 
each district. I t would slightly in-
crease the cost of minutes, bu t so 
little, none would feel it. 
A BROTHER. 
Ontario. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
AM I A CHEISTIAN. 
These are words much to be con-
sidered, " a m I a Chris t ian?" There 
is something very solemn in t h a t 
sentence. I t causes us t o examine 
ourselves closely. I often wonder 
whether we realize the real mean-
ing or sincerity of being a christian. 
First , this requires repentance, and 
when we are t ruly humble and will-
ing to say " thy will be done" he is 
willing to forgive. If the Lord makes 
us free we are free indeed. Our work 
is no t yet done. Johnvii i , 3 1 . Jesus 
said, if ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my desciples indeed. 
And he goes further and says, John 
xv, 9, 10, continue ye in my love. 
"If ye keep my commandments, ye 
shall abide in my love; even as I 
have kept my Fa ther ' s command-
ments and abide in his love." Here 
we can see t h a t there is a danger of 
forfeiting t h a t love and now it be-
comes our duty t o examine our 
hearts and see if all we do is done 
t o the honor and glory of God. 
What is the t rue substance of re-
ligion? I t is no t in joining a church 
or speaking or praying, but i t con-
sists of a t rue humble spirit, deny-
ing all self for the Lord. We should 
have no selfish motive whatever 
but we should be willing to bear for 
Jesus ' sake. 2 Tim. iii, 12, 14. Yea 
and all t h a t will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution. But 
continue thou in the things which 
thou has t learned and has t been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou 
has t learned them. And further we 
read, Tim. iv, 3, 4. For the time 
will come when they will no t endure 
sound doctrine. And they shall 
tu rn away their ears from the t ru th . 
I t is very necessary then t o search 
ourselves and ask : "am I a chris-
t i a n ? " am 1 sustained alone by 
God's grace? is my pleasure all 
there ? am I willing to leave all van-
ity and idle ta lk and have I t h a t 
t rue charity (love) which leadeth 
into all t r u t h ? or is there yet some 
spirit in me t h a t seeketh honor or 
revenge? If there is any such feel-
ing within us we have no t continued 
in t h a t love as we should. 
1 Thes. v, 6, 8,9. "Therefore let us 
not sleep as do others ; but let us 
watch and be sober, pu t t ing on the 
breastplate of faith and love; and 
for an helmet the hope of salvation. 
For God ha th not appointed us t o 
wrath but t o obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 
We will t r y t o observe the t rue 
fruits of love, Rom. xiii, 10. "Love 
worketh no ill t o his neighbor," 
then we go to 1 Cor. xiii, 4, 5, 6, 7. 
"Charity (love) suffereth long and 
is kind; envieth not, vaunteth no t 
itself; is not puffed up ; does not be-
have itself unseemly'; seeketh not 
her own; is no t easily provoked; 
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in 
iniquity but rejoiceth in the t r u t h ; 
beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things. 
Here we see what is required of us 
as professors. Have we t h a t t rue 
love in our hearts t h a t will endure 
all things for Jesus sake? can we 
when we see the world look a t us 
with scorn, breath a prayer to our 
blessed Saviour in their behalf, feel-
ing the responsibility t h a t is rest-
ing on them? have we the spirit the 
Saviour had when they were abou t 
to crucify him, Luke xxiii, 34, 
"Fa the r forgive them, • for they 
know not what they do ? Let each 
one of us ask ourselves, are we what 
we should be or what we profess to 
be? 
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THE GOLD PEOEESSOE. 
I saw a cold professor, 
In worldly garmants clad, 
Was living on profession, 
I saw that he was sad. 
His path was very crooked, 
'TVas sorely pressed with sin, 
For the highway of the righteous 
He never traveled in. 
CHORUS.—Then chains of bondage, 
Stings of conscience, 
Chains of bondage, 
He did bear. 
His back was heavy burdened, 
Ho never bore the cross, 
Except to speak in meeting, 
And this was very loth, 
He told of all his trials, 
And what he used to be, 
But never spoke of freedom, 
For he was never free. 
He seldom read his Bible, 
Nor had he family prayer, 
Unless 'twas when the preacher 
Had been invited there. 
He did n't believe in holliness, 
That man could perfect be. 
Except when the death angel 
Had come to set him free. 
I saw him go to parties, 
And to the circus too ; 
I saw he used tobacco, 
He did both smoke and chew, 
And when there was a picnic, 
A festival or fair, 
He never would be absent, 
For pleasure lured him there. 
I saw him on his death bed, 
A cloud hung o'er him there, 
He could not see the Savior, 
His heart was filled with care. 
I saw him pass the portal, 
He left-no cheering word, 
For when his soul departed, 
No welcom home was heard. 
—Sel. by B .H. T. 
AEFLICTION. 
Afflictions though they seem severe 
In mercy oft are sent, 
They stopped the prodigal career, 
And caused him to repent. 
I have been impressed, I t rus t by 
the Spirit of God, t o write on this 
subject, since i t has fallen t o my lot 
t o endure more or less affliction 
within the las t ten months, bu t I 
have not for once felt t o murmur or 
complain. I took it all from the 
hand of the Lord, for my spiritual 
good. My health began t o fail me 
last summer. I had a very severe 
cough, so much so t h a t night after 
night I would cough until after mid-
night, and my sleep, wha t little I 
slept, was anyth ing but refreshing. 
I t was mostly a dozing and dream-
ing. 1 tried many different remedies 
t h a t were recommended to me by 
sympathizing friends, bu t kept de-
clining all the while. I tried t o 
t r u s t in the Lord all the time, be-
lieving t h a t he doeth all things 
well. This winter my health was 
still worse and a t a certain time, I 
and many others had given up all 
hopes, and I expected my time 
would be very short here upon 
earth, and I tried with God's help 
to set my house in order. A little 
before this time I had a severe pain 
in my right side, which was much 
against my cough, tasked my hus-
band t o go to the physician and get 
me something t o ease my pain. He 
went, and when he came home I ask-
ed him, did you get anything for 
me? He said no. I inquired, what 
the doctor said? He looked sad 
and said, t h a t he did not know 
whether he should tell me. I 
said, yes tell me. He then told me 
t h a t the doctor said he could not 
help me or any other doctor cannot. 
I did not think I was quite so bad as 
t ha t , and i t gave me quite a shock. 
I forgot t o say t h a t when' my com-
panion brought me the news, after 
a pause, I said t o him, well if the 
doctors cannot help me perhaps the 
Lord can. I did t ry t o believe and 
t ru s t in God all the time, bu t a t this 
time I just seemed to throw myself 
unreservedly in His hands and I said 
in my heart , do as thou wilt, i t is 
right, thine n o t my will be done. 
At this special t ime I had given 
up all hopes of recovering. I t hough t 
I was nearing eternity, and 0 , what 
serious thoughts I did have. They 
were like th i s : Am I indeed prepar-
ed t o meet my God? Have I been 
His faithful child, am I t ruly the 
Lord 's? I just felt as though I was 
s tanding before the king of Kings, 
and was being judged. When I saw 
myself in the light of God, 0 how 
unworthy I felt. I wept for awhile, 
then something seemed t o say to 
me softly, why you have tried to 
serve the Lord from your youth. 0 
yes, I said r bu t I might and should 
have done much more for my dear 
Saviour, who had done so much 
for me. I can still say t h a t I felt no 
condemnation, bu t 0 such a regret 
t h a t I had no t done more for my 
dear Lord. The next t hough t was, 
and must I leave my dear family be-
hind, my dear husband, my dear 
children. How can I ? and all the 
many near and dear friends. How 
can i t be? I wrestled on awhile in 
this way. Some times a t night I 
would wet my couch with tears , but 
thanks be to the Lard, I a t once be-
came resigned to God's holy will. I 
said within my heart , here Lord I 
am. If thou wilt take me home, I 
am willing to go, knowing t h a t 
thou wilt care for my dear family or 
thou wouldst no t t ake me away ; 
thou doest all things well. I then 
felt such a sweet peace. T h a t was 
worth more t o me than any earthly 
treasure could be. I could a t this 
time fully realize what a glorious 
s ta te i t was t o be a child of God. I 
felt so resigned and happy in the 
Lord. I will now mention a few 
things t h a t were so plainly shown 
me, t h a t I have neglected in the 
pas t : One was, t h a t I was too 
worldly-minded. Another was, I 
neglected t o visit the sick. I had 
never time. The world was in my 
way, and 0 how I felt t h a t I had 
neglected sinners. I had not even 
grace enough t o speak t o them when 
I was impressed t o do so. 
Now my life is still spared, praise 
the Lord. However, my health is 
no t very good yet. I am improving 
quite slowly, and do still feel t h a t 
my life is in the Lord ' s hands, b u t 
I feel in this way: t h a t if my life is 
spared by the help of God, I shall 
lead a different life. I mean t o t r y 
to seek first the kingdom of heaven, 
etc., and also to offer my body a liv-
ing sacrifice, holy and acceptableto 
the Lord, which is but our reasona-
ble service. Indeed I feel like laying 
everything upon the al tar , and in 
xs 
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the future labor more manfully for 
the good cause, because this time is 
so short and so precious, t h a t we 
should improve every moment t o 
the glory of God. I will yet say t h a t 
l a m impressed t h a t the afflction has 
been of great good to me. I t has 
brought me closer t o God, and more 
willing to do His whole will, so t h a t 
I would almost feel like thanking 
the Lord for it. He is so good and 
so kind. He always knows what is 
best for us. 
A few words on a little different 
subject. Las t week in reading the 
VISITOR, I found a few letters from 
sisters whom I have known, but 
have no t seen for years. I t was very 
encouraging t o me, but there was 
something in one of the experiences, 
t h a t impressed my mind, and I think 
I can hardly pass i t by. The sister 
said she had commenced to write 
once, bu t a brother spoke against 
i t and discouraged her so much t h a t 
she stopped, but t h a n k t h e Lord she 
commenced again, and did write her 
experience for the VISITOR. I think 
it is a great pity t h a t some are op-
posed t o the Visitor. Something 
t h a t I think is doing such a noble 
work in the church and world 
throughout , and I hope t h a t the 
dear breathren and sisters will by 
and by all become of one mind and 
favor the ArisiTOK. 
Now in conclusion I will say to all 
those who with me are in affliction, 
let us bear it patiently, ever looking 
to our blessed Saviour for consola-
tion, and those in health let us ever 
be in earnest, and watch and pray 
t h a t we may be kept near Him, who 
will direct us in His own narrow 
way. My love and heartfelt good 
wishes to all the readers of the VISI-
TOR. Your unworthy sister, 
AMANDA E. BBECHBEOL,. 
For the Eva; gellCOl Visitor. 
OBEDIENCE. 
Children obey your parents in the Lord: 
for this is right. Honor thy father and moth-
er, which is the first commandment with 
promise. Eph.vi, 1,2. 
This is a duty t h a t is enjoined up-
on us as children, but is very often 
neglected. I must acknowledge t h a t 
I do not do my duty in t h a t respect-
as much as I should. 0, I often 
think t h a t if our parents want us t o 
obey them, how much more does our 
heavenly Fa ther want us t o obey 
Him ? And if we obey our parents 
they will love us, and so I think t h a t 
our heavenly Fa the r will and can 
love us more when we honor and 
obey Him. And the Saviour also 
says, honor thy father and mother. 
We are to honor our parents and 
Christ. 0, how often we neglect t o 
do our duty towards God and man. 
I think if the Saviour would forget 
to bless us and forgive us as often 
as we forget t o honor an d obey Him, 
we would almost think He had for-
saken us. The Saviour is so good 
to us in sparing our lives and 
giving us health and strength 
t o do His will. I often think when 
I first s tar ted in the Christian life 
how willing I was a t t h a t time t o 
obey the Saviour. I wish I could 
be so willing now. I desire by 
the help and grace of God t o be 
more faithful in the future t h a n 
I have been in the past . I think 
sometimes t h a t I have a great many 
duties t o perform, and when I am 
right willing t o perform them, I 
have it good. 
If we bear the cross we shall also 
wear the crown. If we begin any-
thing and leave it, then it will not 
do. Jus t so in the spiritual life. If 
we commence in the work and then 
stop, Ave will no t gain the crown, 
because only those who hold out 
faithful t o the end shall receive the 
crown. 
Sometimes when our parents tell 
us t o do something and we do not 
listen, t h a t they have to tell us so 
often they get out of patience, and I 
sometimes wonder whether our 
heavenly Fa ther does no t get near-
ly out of patience too , when he has 
to tell us so often to do our duty. 
Brethren and sisters, all who read 
this, be in earnest prayer for an 
unworthy sister, as I am. I almost 
thought I was no t able t o write, but 
by the help of God I have undertak-
THE BKOKEtf BOUGH. 
en it . 
Martinsburg, Pa. 
A. J . S T O N E I ! . 
As I walked along a row of cherry 
trees, the wind blowing strongly, I 
observed a bough lying on the 
ground, broken off, of one of the 
trees, by the wind. This circum-
stance later came into my mind and 
being in a reflective moode, I com-
menced to ponder 0Arer it . T h a t 
bough lying on the ground, useless 
"as a branch cast forth," has a his-
tory . I t had grown as a p a r t of-a 
living tree. I t early had pu t forth 
its leaves. Cell was added to cell un-
til it had so matured, t h a t it budd-
ed, blossomed and bore i ts luscious 
fruit, which delighted the eye and 
pleasantly impressed the gus ta tor i -
es of many a palate. Disease in-
vaded its structure, cell alter cell be-
came abnormal . The structure was 
so changed t h a t nutr i t ion failed. 
The sap could no longer rise; the 
leaves withered ; the buds shriveled; 
fruit was no longer possible. The 
bough was dead. In the cold sea-
son when vital i ty is latent , the s ta te 
of this branch would no t have been 
observed by the casual passerby. 
Plucking the bark, only would have 
revealed the fact, t h a t vitali ty had 
fled. Fo r awhile it resisted the 
storms, as well as the living branch-
es did. But death is always sooner 
or later, followed by decay, even in 
vegetable structures. This process 
goes on silently, little by little the 
structures are changed, the fiber 
broken up, and resistance lost. The 
storm, t h a t na tu ra l pruner of the 
primeval forest and the fruit or-
chard, strikes the tree, sways i t t o 
and fro, violently bends and twists 
the branches until the frail s t ructure 
gives way and the dead bough 
is severed from the living stock. 
I t s destiny now is the brush-heap 
and its final end a conflagration. 
This is the history. Wha t is the 
mora l? Can we learn anyth ing 
from the dead bough? 
In the Word of God, trees, vines 
and branches are used t o i l lustrate 
the various phrases of life, in its re-
lation t o i ts Creator. Jesus says, I 
am the vine, ve are the branches : 
" 
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He t h a t abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing. John xv, 5. Vital union 
with Christ is as essential to spirit-
ual life, which is manifested by the 
fruits of the Spirit, as the connec-
tion of the branch with the trunk, 
t o the production of i ts na tura l 
fruit. The bough rarely dies sud-
denly. Our union with Christ is 
rarely severed a t once.—But both 
are possible.—Usually, little by lit-
tle the thread of life is weakened. 
The vita] union becomes gradually 
separated. The love of the world, 
which is incompatible with the love 
of the Father , gains a place in the 
heart , as the former gains strength 
the la t ter wanes. The closet is neg-
lected, family worship is considered 
of less importance, the place in the 
prayer meeting and the house of 
worship is often empty. Conscience 
becomes more lax, obedience less 
rigid, the integrity impaired, the 
life less pure. If not rescued, "the 
sow will (finally) return t o her wal-
lowing in the mire and the dog will 
re turn t o his vomit ." Now the 
thread is broken and the union is 
destroyed. 
Paul illustrates by comparing sim-
ilars and dissimilars, " a s " and "not 
a s " were his terms of comparison. 
Rom. xv, 1G, 18, 19. As the dying 
or dead bough holds its connection 
with the living t runk along while, 
so the backslider is not always a 
public backslider. As a layman lie 
may hold a respectable s tanding in 
the church; years after the last ves-
tige of spiritual life is lost. As a 
deacon he may perform the tempor-
al business of the church efficiently. 
And perhaps visit a flagrant sinner 
in the church or an erring saint, 
who has more piety left t h a n h e h a d 
for years, and deal with the offend-
ers in a strictly legal way, giving 
good advice and rigid exhortat ion. 
As a minister he may be punctual 
in his duties or not . He may be 
eloquent, logical, and a good exe-
gete. As a rigid legalist he may 
bind heavy burdens on the should-
ers of his hearers without touching 
them with one finger, or as a lax 
disciplinarian he may ;ry, peace! 
peace! when there is no peace. He 
may even cause many to be born "of 
the blood"' "of the will of the flesh" 
or "of the will of m a n " but few "of 
God." If he prophesies well, being 
cautious to say nothing t h a t will 
disturb the consciences of his hear-
ers, his popular i ty is assured. 
Should he, however, be too strictly 
legal and echo the thunders of 
Sinai and thus imprudently bring 
unrest upon "those t h a t are a t ease 
in Zion;" he may have occasion t o 
regale himself with the thought , 
t h a t he has become a mar tyr . In 
what consists the difference between 
a religious corpse and a "lively 
s tone" in the temple of God? The 
fervent prayer of faith, love t o God 
and man, humility, living faith, are 
ominous of spiritual life. Formal 
and lifeless' prayer, hatred of what 
is good, pride and unbelief, savor of 
spiritual death. The bough is hope-
lessly dead. We are happy, tha t 
the backslider is not in the same 
hopeless condition, unless he has 
grieved the Spirit. Not as the dead 
bough he may be revived, bu t he 
must get back to the place where he 
lost his life t o find it. There is joy 
among the angels in heaven and the 
saints on ear th if " the dead bones" 
revive. The broken dead bough re-
tained its position among the living-
branches until the storm severed it, 
then it was pruned from among 
them. 
This is a s ta te of probat ion. The 
test t ime must overtake every one, 
sooner or later. One may maintain 
a- form of godliness for awhile, but 
as the storm struck the dead branch 
and broke it off, so will t r ials and 
tempta t ions overwhelm them, and 
as they have no resisting power 
they frequently come to open fall. 
As the stalk t h a t springs from the 
seed fallen "among tho rns" is chok-
ed, and tha t , t h a t springs from seed 
"fallen on stony ground, where it 
has no deepness of ear th , " endureth 
only for awhile "bu t is withered 
by the rays of the s u n ; " so these 
bring no fruit t o perfection, hence 
come t o no harvest time. This then 
is a dangerous s ta te . There is no 
promise for them, If they die in 
this condition there is no hope. If 
they persist in it they may come t o 
grief even in time. The Savior says, 
"If a man abide not in me, he is 
cast forth as a branch, and is with-
ered ; and men gather them, and cast 
them into tlie fire, and they are 
burned." John xv, 6. 
. My deai1 readers, let us examine 
ourselves and see if the pulse of eter-
nal life beats well within us. Let 
us know whether we are dead or 
alive. To have simply " a name 
t h a t we live" will be of no avail 
when Christ conies to make up his 
jewels. * ,, * 
"JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT OWE PLEA." 
One day a faithful minister, the 
pas tor of a small church, met in the 
street a young girl, a member of his 
congregation, on her way t o be fit-
ted for a new dress for an approach-
in g ball. As she told him her errand, 
he said t o her, " I wish you would 
give up your life of vani ty and be-
come a christian, and live a godly 
life. Will you not s tay away from 
the ball because I wish you t o do 
s o ? " She answered: "I wish.you 
would mind your own business," and 
bidding him good-by, she went 
away. 
Shortly afterward she went to the 
ball and danced all night all night, 
and returning home, laid her weary 
head upon her pillow. But her con-
science soon began t o trouble her. 
She thought she had offended her 
best friend;—the pastor , who cared 
for her soul. She was in deep dis-
tress for three days, when she could 
bear it no longer, she went to her 
pas tor and told him how much she 
had been pained on account of the 
words she had spoken t o him. 
" F o r three days ," I have been the 
most wretched girl in the world, and 
now, 0, t h a t I were a Christian, I 
want to be happy, what must I do 
to be saved. The pastor , full of sym-
pathy, fixed his eyes on the penitent 
young woman, and directed her to 
. 
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come to the lamb of God just as she 
was. 
' • Wha t ! j ust as I am ?" She ask-
ed with astonishment; " I am one of 
the greatest sinners in the world, 
you certainly do not mean t h a t 
God will accept me just as I am . " 
T h a t is just what I mean, said the 
minister, "God wishes you to come 
to him just a s y o u a r e . " The young-
woman went home to her room, 
kneeled by her bed, and prayed God 
to accept her just as she was, and 
taking a pencil and paper, wrote 
under the holy influence the beauti-
ful hymn, beginning: 
Just as I am, -without one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bidst me come to thee, 
O lamb of God I come. 
The young woman was Charlotte 
Elliot and the hymn was written 
in 1884.—Selected by S. D. TICE. 
Howard, Pa. 
For the Evangel ica l Visitor. 
EXPEEIE1TCE. 
1 often t hough t t h a t I ought t o 
t ry and write some for the VISITOR, 
but felt myself too weak, but if God 
will give me grace, I will t ry and tell 
you a little of this pure religion and 
how I go t it . The first t h a t I felt 
of this was when my oldest son 
died. They had just laid him out, 
and were tak ing away the bed on 
which he died and while 1 was sit-
t ing there with some lady by 
me, I cannot remember who she 
was, I was mourning and weep-
ing and thinking of his death 
and departure and his younger 
brother who had died just twenty-
four days before, and still another 
younger three days after him. 
Truly this was sorrow upon sorrow, 
and while I was si t t ing there, I re-
ceived a message from Heaven and 
the words were as follows. "You 
must do better than you ever did 
yet, you must humble yourself up-
on your knees and pray to the 
Lord." The bad spirit said: 
"you can' t p r a y " but the good 
spirit said "yes you can, you can 
ask God to help you and to have 
mercy upon you," and the Lord 
said t h a t I shall bow before him a t 
my bedside, both night and morn-
ing and pray t o him for help, grace, 
mercy and, thebad spirit said: "you 
will be ashamed of your husband," 
but the good spirit said: "Oh, no 
you won' t" and this was the begin-
ning of my conversion and I am so 
glad I hearkened to the Heavenly 
voice. I labored under conviction 
during pa r t of spring and summer 
in prayer t o God and in reading 
the New Testament and Pilgrim's 
Progress, sometimes weeping and 
sometimes singing praises t o God, 
and in telling those t h a t came to 
visit me how good it was to love 
and serve the Lord. This was yin 
earnest work from morning till 
evening, I was asking and seeking, 
so I continued praying until the 
Father showed his Son. I did not 
see him with my bodily eyes but 
with the eyes of mine understanding, 
and I thought it was my eldest Son 
t h a t I saw and his face looked like 
the sun and his lips moved and 
told me how t o be saved. In a 
few days after I went t o the corn-
field to pick a mess" of green beans 
and there I found my dear Saviour 
t o the joy and comfort of my poor 
soul and the delight of my heart . 
There I received the Holy Spirit and 
was baptized with the Holy Ghost. 
Yes there I was born again, born of 
the water and spirit, for on my 
way home it came t o me t h a t I 
want t o be baptized like my Savior 
was, I want t o go in the water over 
my head for I am still so sinful yet. 
F rom t h a t t ime I was prepared to 
be baptized and was most power-
fully t a u g h t of the Holy Spirit. Oh! 
I had such happy seasons, I shall 
never forget them as long as-1 live, 
W h a t food I there received for 
my poor and never-dying soul! I 
told the brethren t h a t the Holy 
Spirit could preach much better 
t han they. They said yes they be-
lieved it t o be a t ru th . Dear breth-
ern pray for me t h a t I may be kept 
faithful un to death and meet those 
loved ones gone before with my 
dear Saviour and all his chosen and 
elect around his throne. 
Though buried deep, or thinly strewn, 
Do thou thy grace supply, 
The hope in earthly furrows sown 
Shall ripen in the'sky. 
Let every soul the Saviour see, 
And taste his love divine ; 
And every heart forever be 
United, Lord with'thine. 
S USANNAH K A VF I'M AX. 
Osborne, Ohio. 
For the Kvangel ical Visi tor . 
PEEPEOTIOtf. 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Fath-
er which is in heaven is perfect. Matt, v, 48. 
Is it possible. Yes with God all 
things are possible. Wha t God 
does and makes is perfect; what 
man does and makes is imperfect. 
God wants t o create in us a new 
man and will and can if we hold 
still. How? If we repent of our 
sins and become poor in spirit. 
JMatli. v, 3. Blessed are the poor in 
spiri t : now Ave are under the bless-
ing. Four th verse. Blessed are 
they t h a t mourn; natural ly we 
know there is a child born into the 
world when we hear i t mourn ; so 
spiritually, there is a child born of 
God, a perfect child, th rough God's 
creative power. Fifth verse. Bless-
ed are the meek; we are now in the 
school of Christ t o learn perfection 
of him. Sixth verse. Blessed are 
they which do hunger and thirs t 
after righteousness; and are perfect-
as to the inner man, which is created 
after God's likeness. Seventh verse. 
Blessed are the merciful; this is 
Christlike and belongs to perfec-
tion. Eighth ATerse. Blessed, are 
the pure in hear t : Ave have now 
made considerable progress in per-
fection. The blessing of God brings 
perfection; we should pray for a 
perfect will and a perfect love and 
for a faith without doubting in his 
promises; then we can say ninth 
\rerse, Blessed are the peace-mak-
ers; then we have a Avill t o have 
and to make peace Avith all men as 
far as in us lies. Tenth A'erse. 
Blessed are they which are perse-
cuted for righteousness' sake; this 
is the test t h a t Ave can see AVIIether 
Ave are willing to suffer for right-
eousness' sake; now comes the las t ; 
*._: 
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eleventh verse, blessed are ye when 
men shall revile you and persecute 
you and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely for my 
sake; by this test we can see wheth-
er we have anived as Pau l says : 
Ephesians iv, 13, unto |a perfect 
man, un to the s ta ture of the full-
ness of Christ. I don ' t say I have 
at ta ined perfection. Paul didn' t 
say he had at ta ined to it bu t I fol-
low after, Phil, iii, 12 ; yet he said 
in the fifth verse, let us, therefore, 
as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded, sixteenth verse. We can 
understand Paul had Christ for his 
rule, so must we have Christ for 
our pat tern . I t is God's creative 
power /through Christ by faith in 
him t h a t we are made perfect in 
him or th rough him. Paul says : 
Hebrew vi, 1, let us go on to per-
fection. CHRISTIAN WISMER. 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAT ABOUT 
DKESS? 
I. Nothing should be worn simply 
because it is in fashion.—Romans 
12 : 1-2; Exodus 23 : 2 ; I I Cor. 6 : 
14, 18; Ephe. 4 : 1 7 ; 1 peter 1 :14; 
1 John 2 : 15-16; Jude. 23 . 
' II . Christians should set, notfol-
lbw the fashions. —Matt. 5 : 14-16; 
Prov. 4 : 18; Ephe. 5 : 7-15; Phill. 
2 : 1 5 ; Rev. 1: 20. 
I I I . Nothing should be worn t h a t 
is for ornament only.—1 Peter 3 : 3 . 
Please note here t h a t put t ing on of 
apparel for adorning is just as plain-
ly forbidden as gold or hair plaiting. 
This is the point where dispute 
comes in. But what is this super-
nous ornament? Answer: Those 
pa r t s of dress worn under the name 
of trjmmings, such as lace, fringes, 
embroidery, but tons, ribbons, 
braid, strips of velvet, etc. We 
hold t h a t Christian parents are 
bound to refrain from put t ing orna-
ments on the dress of their children 
as much as on their own. How 
closely this interpretation agrees 
with God's word, may be seen by 
c&ref ally reading the following scrip-
tures : Genesis 35:1-4; Exodus 3 3 : 
4-6; Isaiah 3 : 16-26. 
IV. The wearing of gold for orna-
ment should be entirely abandoned. 
The scriptures already quoted are 
very specific in their prohibitions. 
—1 Tim. 2 : 8-10; 1 Peter 3 :3-5. 
Some appeal to the Old Testament 
to justify the. pride and extrava-
gance of the age. We are told t h a t 
the Israelites wore ornaments—that 
Rebecca, was presented by Isaac 
with a set of jewelry. Admit the 
fact, does t h a t prove t h a t the prac-
tice was right? Not a t all. The 
Bible is a faithful history. I t re-
cords the failings as well as the vir-
tues of those of whom it speaks. 
Some who were good in the main, 
did some foolish and wicked things. 
Some, when young, made mistakes 
of which they afterwarbs repented. 
- 1 Cor. 10 : 11; 2 Tim. 3 : 16. On 
the other hand we have positive 
proof t h a t the holy women of old 
abstained from superfious orna-
ments. " F o r after this manner 
( tha t is without gold, or superfious 
ornaments) , in the old time, the ho-
ly women also, who trnsted in God 
adorned themselves," e t c . - l Peter 
3 : 5 . Why are tr inkets of gold and 
jewelry of every kind forbidden, with 
costly a r ray ? Answer:— 
1. I t is a waste of time and mon-
ey t o get them. 
2. I t is of no"'real value to the 
body. 
3. I t will no t promote the glory 
of God.—Coll. 2 : 17; 1 Cor. 1 0 : 3 1 . 
4 . I t increases pride and vani ty. 
5. I t keeps the poor from our 
churches. 
6. I t creates and fosters a flame 
of lust. 
Finney says:— 
" W h a t does t h a t gaudy ribbon, 
and those ornaments upon your 
dress say to «very one t h a t meets 
you ? I t makes the impression t h a t 
you wish to be thought pretty, t ake 
care! You might just as well write 
it on your clothes "no truth in re-
ligion. " I t says give me dress, give 
me fashion, "give me flattery and 
lam happy." The world under-
s tands this test imony as you walk 
the streets, you are "livingepistles, 
known and read of a lFmen." Only 
let Christians act consistently and 
heaven will rejoice and hell groan a t 
their influence. But oh! let them 
fill their ears with ornaments and 
fingers with rings—let them put 
feathers in their hats , clasps upon 
their arms, and heaven puts on the 
robes of mourning hell may hold a 
jubilee." 
V. Costly apparel should not be 
worn—see the same scriptures. 
What is commonly understood by 
the most spiritually minded of God's 
people is apparel worn forits costli-
ness, so as to present an appearance 
of superiority or show thereby. We 
think an application of the forego-
ing principles will meet all cases, a t 
least as t o what ought not t o be 
done in dressing, and go a long way 
t o settle what ought t o be done; 
but the following hints may be 
useful: 
1. Aim directly a t pleasing God 
—dress so as t o have God bless you 
in the dress. 
2. Aim a t promoting the health 
of the body—it is God's temple. 
Dress on sani tary principles. 
3. Let the dress be made so as to 
promote neatness and tidiness, in 
simplicity and good taste—not 
slouchily and repulsively. 
4. Dress so t h a t a sound reason 
can be given for the wearing of 
every article. 
5. Let your dress be a rebuke t o 
fashion and extravagance, and a. 
model worthy of imitation. 
6. Do not be afraid to profess re-
ligion by your dress. Do not shrink 
from the singularity of being r ight 
in this particular. 
SOME EXCUSES ANSWERED. 
0, I desire to look like other peo-
ple. "Be not conformed to this 
world."—Romans 1 2 : 2. "If any 
man love the worldthe love of the. 
F a t h e r i s n o t i n h i m . " — 1 John 2 : 1 5 
Other professors of religion do the 
same. "Wha t is t h a t t o thee, fol-
low thou Me."—John 21 : 22. 
"Thou shalt no t follow amul t i tude 
to do evil." Why, our minister says 
there is no harm in adorning the 
body. "If any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than t h a t 
- -.. 
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you have received, let him be accurs-
ed."—Gal. 1: 9. I love God, and my 
hear t is not set on these adornments . 
You may think so, but if all your 
ornaments were stripped off you 
would soon find the contrary. "He 
t h a t ha th My commandments , and 
keepeth them, he it is t h a t loveth 
Me."—John 14 : 2 1 . "This is the 
love of God, t h a t we keep his com-
mandments."—1 John 5 : 3. "He 
t h a t saith, I know him, and keepeth 
not His commandments, is a liar, 
and the t r u t h is no t in him."—John 
2 : 4 . One might as well be out of 
the world as out of fashion. "Ye 
are not of the world: but I have 
chosen you out of the world."—John 
1 4 : 1 9 . I can afford t o wear these 
things. "Yea reno t your own: for 
ye are bought .with a price: there-
fore glorify God in your body and 
spirit, which are God's."—1 Cor. (5: 
19 ,20 . "So then every one of us 
shall give an account of himself to 
God."—Romans 14 : 12. I never had 
the light. "Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my p a t h . " 
—Psalm 119 : 105. I don ' t believe 
it is wrong t o dress as one pleases. 
"If we believe no t He abideth faith-
ful, he cannot deny himself."—II 
Tim. 2: 13. "We 'ough t no t to 
please ourselves," For even. Christ 
pleased not Himself."—Romans 15: 
1-3. 
The "General Rules" of theM. E. 
Church, also of the Canada Meth-
odists, after mentioning a great 
variety of sins, including the put-
t ing on of gold and costly apparel, 
which the candidate for membership 
is required to avoid, says: "And all 
these we know His Spirit writes upon 
truly awakened hear t s . " According 
to these "Generals Rules" thousands 
in the Methodist churches of to-day 
who wear gold, jewelry, feathers,. 
flowers, etc., including many who 
profess holiness, are not so much as 
" t ru ly awakened."—Published by 
Albert Sims, Gait Ontario. 
Every hour is to be an hour of 
duty ; every look and smile, every 
reproof and care, an effusion of 
christian love.—Bushnell. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
TKUE BEAVEEY. 
This subject no t only embraces 
heroism to perform but also t rue 
principle. 
There are many things performed 
which should no t be, because they 
are wrong, yet they require bravery 
for their accomplishments, bu t ex-
amine the principle and you will find 
it untrue. 
Our accomplishments, in order t o 
demonstrate t rue bravery, must em-
body such a character t h a t we need 
not be ashaned nor afraid when they 
are detected by a righteous eye. 
An incident occurred last summer 
on the C. B. &N. R, R. which will for-
cibly illustrate the above sentiment. 
There was fi group of section men 
sit t ing on, or near by, the railroad 
eating their dinners which they had 
brought from their homes, and as 
they were there they began t o talk 
about the devil. One would say 
what he would do with him (the 
devil) when he would get there, then 
another would follow and say what 
he would do with him (the devil) 
when he would get there etc., 
until the boss finally requested them 
to discontinue their wicked conver-
sation. 
Presently they heard a ra t t l ing 
noise in the bush. Then said one 
" W h a t is t h a t ? W h a t ! said anoth-
er: "Don' t you see i t"? replied the 
first again, finally they all saw it, 
bu t were struck with such fear t h a t 
they were almost afraid t o investi-
ga te ; by and by an examination 
was made, which resulted in the dis-
covery of a huge snake of uncomm on 
large size of s t range order with his 
mouth wide open, hissing and com-
ing right toward them. Theircour-
age, as brave as they were, almost 
failed them to kill the monster. 
After this had occurred therewas 
scarcely a word spoken all t h a t long-
afternoon, and they acknowledged 
t h a t it was a rigid reproof of their 
wicked conversation. 
Had these men been talking as 
they should have talked, do you 
think they would have been thus 
frightened even if t h a t monster 
should have made its appearance? 
I answer in the negative. Hence 
our theme embraces t rue principle 
as well as undaunted bravery. 
"The wicked flee when no man 
pursueth, bu t the righteous are as 
bold as a l ion ." Prov. xxviii 1. Why? 
Because t h a t power in the soul which 
discriminates good from evil r ight 
from wrong tells the wicked t h a t 
they are guilty of crime and deserve 
punishment. Whereas, i t justifies 
the righteous confirms and makes 
him bold as a lion. 
There are many men who are so 
intrepid as t o ridicule christians t o 
disturb christian worship, t o paint 
the floor of the church wi thtobacoo 
juice, t o hang out the indications 
of a wicked heart , t o get drunk with 
s t rong drink and to go into saloons 
to get it, t o a t tend dances ancfmany 
other amusements which have no 
good tendencies whatever. But 
when God sends judgments upon 
them they tremble and are intense-
ly troubled. They look into eterni-
ty with a painful dread and feel t h a t 
their merits would be damnat ion 
ever and salvation never. This, in-
deed is enough t o pros t ra te us in 
fear and trembling. 
But those who accept the doctrine 
of Christ a t tend church t o worship 
God, live temperate in all things, 
become sanctified to His service are 
not alarmed when even death knocks 
a t the door. Paul says: 2Tim.iv— 
(5. " I am now readvto beoffered " 
" the time of my departure is a t 
hand ." Many deaths of recent da te 
could be referred t o if necessary t o 
prove the above assertions. Pau l 
not only displayed true courage in 
death but in his life also, when he 
plead his own case before Felix, who 
trembled a t his convincing argu-
ments and said, "Go thy way for 
this t i m e " etc. 
Again we find him s tanding before 
Festus in Cesarea, with the same 
powerful reasonings. Once more we 
see him brought into thesamejudg-
ment hall before Festus, Agrippa,, 
and Bernice, where he with t rue her-
oism made t h a t touching plea which 
* 
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compelled even king Agrippa t o ex-
claim, "Almost thoupersuades tme 
t o be a Christian." 
For a true example of t rue brav-
ery let us t ake Jesus who rebuked 
every thing t h a t was wrong and 
encouraged every thing t h a t was 
right. He was as Arm as the real-
ities of time and eternity; yet as 
mild and refreshing as the dews of 
Sharon. 
The idea, t h a t we must be harsh 
and overbearing in our sentences 
and assuming in our conduct t o 
show t rue boldness is certainly a 
chimera. J . R. ZOOK. 
Morrison, 111. 
AEE WE SUFFICIENTLY CAREFUL' 
Is the heading of an article in the 
VISITOR of Feb. 15th open for crit-
icism, in which I felt impressed to 
write. Not in regard t o the Breth-
ren in the ministry, for t h a t has 
been done better t han I am able t o 
do. Surely the Brethren in the 
ministry have a very impor t an t 
and responsible position. 
Well I believe the ministers are 
glad t h a t there are those t h a t feel 
concerned about the spiri tual wel-
fare of the church. But I was going 
to bring the other side of the sub-
ject before the minds of the readers 
of the VISITOR—as there are always 
two sides on any subject—namely 
the sister side. 
I sometimes fear by the time t h a t 
we have everything in proper shape 
as there are so many little things 
to be kept in their place, for the 
comfort of our families and visitors, 
the Master may call us t o give an 
account of our stewardship and 
some of our spiritual duties may 
have been sadly neglected, by which 
the minds of our ministers might 
have been upheld and encouraged 
by our watchful and prayerful at-
tention. For instance if our breth-
ren are holding continued meeting, 
how encouraging to them if. the 
sisters are interested in the church 
and a t home to promote the glory 
of God and the welfare of never-dy-
ing souls. I have been thinking 
especially since I have been travel-
ling round a considerable this win-
ter, t h a t some of the sisters, with a 
great many others t h a t do not 
profess t o be as separate from the 
world as we believe and have i t 
t a u g h t us, are still spending some 
of their valuable time in things t h a t 
are no particular benefit t o any 
one, bu t a tempta t ion t o others. I 
have seen in travelling, birds in 
cages, and an abundance of house 
plants which all need their proper 
care and perhaps other things neg-
lected Avhich are of more importance. 
I sometimes think a little more 
time might in many instances be 
bestowed in our kitchens tiding up 
things a little more having our 
food prepared in a good appetizing 
and nourishing May, and still no t 
over-doing the thing, so as to 
wound the minds of the poorer sis-
ters, and wearing ourselves, so t h a t 
we take little good of our company 
and deprive ourselves of going to 
the place of worship. 
Then there is another thing 1 am 
glad to see t h a t there is more a t -
tention bestowed on good, warm 
places of sleep for visitors and es-
pecially ministers who need them 
above any one else, while they are 
exerting themselves, bodily as well 
as spiritually. Let us be so 
thoughtful, if they come t o retire 
with us, t h a t everything as far as 
possible is so arranged t h a t a quiet 
warm resting place is quickly and 
easily obtained and they are in the 
meantime made acquanted t h a t 
they are welcome to all the desired 
rest in the morning. 
A short t ime ago there was a 
piece in a paper about a man being-
overtaken in a storm a t night ; he 
halted a t a house making the un-
truthful s ta tement t h a t he was a 
minister; he was made welcome 
not even allowed t o put his horse 
away, bu t cared for in the very best 
manner. Now this is as it ought t o 
be and do we not think of our min-
isters' wives who deny themselves 
of much home comfort in the ab-
sence of their husbands, feel glad 
when they are th us treated ? Surely 
a cup of cold water will no t lose i ts 
reward. C. S. 
Berlin, Ont. 
OUE DEAD. 
WINGERT.—Died at her residence in Guil-
ford Township, Franklin Co., Pa., March 29, 
1800, Catharine Wingert, widow of Abraham 
Wingert deceased, aged 52 years, i months 
and 11 days. Sister AVlngert was a member 
of the Brethren, church and was much esteem-
ed by those who were acquainted with her. 
She commenced her Christian life when very 
young. Three sons and three daughters are 
left to mourn their loss. Che had intended to 
move to Fayotteville this spring but the Lord 
saw proper to remove her to her long home. 
May she rest in peace. 
LONG.—Died near Trappe, Montgomery 
Co., Pa., March 31, 1890, of inflamation of the 
bowels, Benjamin II., infant soil of brother 
David and sister Harriet Long, aged about 13 
months. The remains were interred in the 
cemetery at the church at Graterford. 
God wanted one more angel child 
To join his shining band, 
He gently stooped with loving smiles 
And clasped our Benny's hand. 
Our first in heaven. 
AUXT IDA. 
WINGER.—Died in Bertie, AVelland Co., 
Ont., on March 23rd., ult., Sister Elizabeth, 
wife of Bro. John AY'inger, Jun., aged 35 years, 
4 months. She leaves a sorrowing husband 
and five children to mourn their loss, yet 
their loss is her gain. Friends and neighbors 
sympathize with Bro. John in his sad bereave-
ment in the loss of a bosom companion, who 
has helped h im tread the paths of life, only 
for a few years, and now to reap the reward 
of her labor. Funeral the 26th. Discourse 
by the Brethren from Heb. iv, 9. "There re-
ma in eth therefore a rest to the people of 
God." Interment in the brethren cemetery 
by the church. 
A. BEAESS. 
The true aim of the study of the 
Bible is to find therein a revelation 
of God and learn the duty and des-
tiny of man. This sounds trite, but 
there is far too much reading and 
even study of the Bible from which 
the spirit of reverential inquiry 
and becoming docility is in a large 
measure absent. 
Perfect love never rules with a 
rod of iron ; but it never comprom-
ises the truth to escape the false 
accusation of doing so. 
We do not need a throne to reign, 
for if we have power over the 
hearts and lives of men we can rule 
them.—J. M, Gibson. 
